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Magnas. territat Urbes. 


Virgil. 





HERE are two very remarkable Obferva- 
tions to be made upon thofe fine Defcrip- 
tions and elegant Accounts of Fame, which 
are to be met with among the Antients ; 
who often touch this Subjeét, both in Profe 

14 Verfe, with great Livelinefs and Judgment ; and 
reby convince the Moderns, that this bufy reftlefs 
ing had a deep Hand in all the publick Meafures du- 
; the moft flourifhing State of the Roman Empire 
‘the Grecian Commonwealths. One is, that they fome- 

| esefteen’'d her as a Goddefs, equipped her with a 
mple, Priefts, Altars, Sacrifice, and all other Marks 
Divine Honour, and made her a fit Object for Wor- 

p. The Other is, that they as often reprefented her 

the Trim and Garb of a Fwry, or in the Figure and 

| Bppearance of fome Terrible Monfler, with a vaft 
umber of Eyes and Feet, above a Thoufand Tongues, 

| Hd a prodigious Bulk ever rolling up and down, and 
owing to an immenfe Size ina very little Time, The 

» BBoddefs Fame was fuppos'd to have her Altars perpe- 
y Billy crowded by Great Men, Heroes and Sages ; fuch 
| BB were ordain’d to partake of the very fame Divinity 
another Life: But the Fury Fame was a common 
t, and the Terror of Mankind; a Difturber of the 
blick Repofe and Safety, a Promoter of Civil Difcord 
4 Diforder, that brought a Pannick upon Cities and 
ations, and overturn’d States and Empires. Take 
e Things in the way of Emblem and Mythology, and 
it Meaning is plainly this; that Fame, the beft of 
cht and airy Beings, becomes the worft by Corrup- 
n; not that there can be fo wide an Inconfiftency be- 
een the greateft Perfection and the greateft Evil, 
r, MBually fabfifting in One and the fame Thing together ; 
Mankind is anfwerable for it, and our Corruptions 

nt folve this Difficulty; becaufe out of that very fame 

" Bfouth proceed evil Reports ang good Reports, Blef- 















hanks and Applaufe to good and great Men, and 
abominable Multitude of Lyes, Calumniés,. Re- 
paches, Murmurs, Clamours, falfe Reports, and all 
t Wounds and Maladies, which that Sword between 
Lips fo freely difperfes abroad in the World. 
icked and 
mftlves with great Vigour to this Method 
bing and Embroiling a State; whofe Confufion or 
ins are either an Entertainment to them or an Ad- 
itage; and they are at no very great Pains or Expence 
bring about a Contrivance of this Sort, becaufe it 
at MEY Cofts them a little Breath, and they are prefently 
ed [eee Of a predigious Number of Abettors. The feveral 
ys of raifing and fpreading Rumours and falfe Re- 
sare very well known; every One is a Mafter of 
n: Cuftom and Experience have made it an eafy 
ainment : It is become a part of general Commeice: 













notwithftandin 





it is fo very Stale and Thread- 
is fo gree 





credulous People, capable of Confpiring againft 
nfelves, atid ready to give others the Profits, they 
enjoy the Pleafure, of being Cheated. The Poor, 
ell ag Rich, the Meaneft of Mankind as well as the 
tet, are in this Cafe dangerous and formidable to 
Publick ; and have it in their Power to carry on all 
mighty deal of Mifchief, that a Rumour is able to 









gs and Curfes, Praifes and Slanders, the juft Returns . 


common Converlation ; and the Stratagem is ftill in... 


Talebearers and Retailers of Falfe-Ne 
ntebanks, find Credit.ansksSucr , ible of thei . 
¢ Notorious, fo forig as there is a vaft Majority of» 


bring about. Then asthe Rumour {preads, the Party 
and Forces, that fupport ir, naturally encreafe and grow 
ftronger. For tho’ it may require fome Judgment and 
Cunning to invent a well-contrived Lye, fuch as may 
pafs glibly, and is fit to be promoted into a Publick 
Report, yet every one may aflift in Propagating it, who 
has the common Organs of Hearing and Speech about 
him: And it is monftrous to jeden from how mi- 
nate an Origin, trom what a Speck of Entity, as the Dif- 
penfary calls it, a Common Rumour shall grow to a Poli- 
tical Lye of the firft Magnitude. The Natural World 
never produc’d a Monfter of fo quick a Growth, and 
with fuch uncommon Faculties of Vegetation. Natu- 
ralif?s obferve, that the Air, which we Breathe, which is 
imperceptible to our naked Eye, and pervious even to 
the lighteft and moft minute Things, is the very fame 
Body, which, when agitated and ruffled to a Storm, car- 
ries all before it, and’ lays a Country watte in a Moment. 
Thus the very fame Breath, which blows the Fire of 
Civil Difcord, fpreads a Pannick over the Minds of the 
People, and Arms a Nation againft it felf, that does 
more Execution than the moft dreadful Tempeft, fur- 

afles the Roar of the Thunder, ftrikes furer than its 
Bots, and is fo terrible that an Earthquake is not louder, 
nor more fatal in its Confequences, was perhaps but 
Yefterday a commtn Rumour, Vox @ preterea Nibil, ag 
idle Difeout the Amufement of the Vulgar, a flying 
Report, a Bird of the Air juft about to take Wing; it 
may be the Day before, it was only Tzb/e-Talh, or came 
in fome Letter among Hondee’s and Epijfolary Comple- 
ments, and pethaps the Day before that, it was engen- 
dred at fome Levee in a Nod or a Shrug, deliver’d in 
a dark Hint or Conjeéture, or brought forth in a Whifper, 
thar for want of Care and Attention, was almoft in 
danger of being Svll-born, 

Lhe Roman Empire was often put into Diforder, and 
fometimes reduced to the very brink of Ruin, by the 
meer force of Rumours and popular Deinfions ; when no 
other Power upon Earth was able to fhock thofe dee 
and folid Foundations of Glory and Grandeur, which 
that State had fecur’d and eftablith’d, upon the Ruins of 


- all its Neighbours. The Greek Hiffories afford us many 
figning Men have in all Ages appiyd 
0 Ir 


moving Accounts of publick Feuds and Commotions oc« 


- cafion’d by fome prevailing Miftake or falfe Report, {pread 


among the People, which often terminated in a very 
Tragical Iffue, and ate either unfpeakable Damage 
or entire Ruin upon the Commonncaith. This Evil, 
enerally fpeaking, does moft Mifchief among the Mo- 

, when the Government is Democratical, or incli- 
ning to that Form, or where it is firictly Monarcbical, 
afd under the Dominion of an Abfolute uneontroulable 
Sayereign: For in both thefe Cafes, where the State is 
all iead or all Belly, an unlucky Blow, either with the 
Tongue or the Sword, aim’d at the right Place, does 
Work at once; whi! ft nothing under a Complication 

of Treafons can ruin a Government that has large De- 
ncies, and whenever one Part is in danger, can 

sted by another. The moft effectual Remedies 

re for this Malady are to be found in mix’d 
States, where Freedom and Vowet are fet out, and 
made fonfiftent, by wholefome Laws and Statutes ; and 
yet cven here, it will break out, and produce fatal Con- 
fequences, unlefs thofe Laws are duly enforced and exe- 
cuted. For this Mifchief was never known to get fu-h 
a Head, and fpread the Infection fo very far, as whem 
Mer :fider'd it rather as a Mode or Cuftom, than a 
rime 
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Sexe 2 Crime condemn’d by ott Laws; or whien the Publick 
or 2 4 oe) “ 


« . 


Brabant. A beheve fome Dafcoveries might be max 
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<= ' Magiftrate forbore all Enquiries of this Nature, out of 


a tender Regard for a miftaken Liberty ; or becaufe 
anany, who were concern'd in fpreading Reports, knew 
how to difguife them fo, as that they thould nor tall 


under the Lath of the Law and yet do all the intended | 


Mithief ; or our of a weak Notion, that fince no Words 
were allow’d to be Treafon, therefore every thing that 
was faid ceafed to be Criminal, ; 

That there is a Party among us, who have indulged 
themfelves in the open Pra@tice of this Iniquity in all 
its wildeft Excefles, and whofe Corruptions are rup off 
to the loweft Dregs, is too notorious to be made a 
Queftion. Fhey have Ourly'd thar Popery, which they 
fay is Coming in; and, in Imitation of the Fefuates, 
Rave made a Merit of their Sin, under Pretence of doing 
Service to the Caufe. Their Numbers of Tale-bearers 
are fo great, that they are obligd to turn Receivers too, 
and to Invent and Propagate, to Lye and Believe by 
Turns, in ofder to keep up the Trade among them- 
felves, and gain Credit in the World, after having juftly 
deferv'd to forfeit it in a thoufand Inftances, with all 
the rational and fenfible Part of Mankind. But cf all 
he falfe Reports and idle Rumours, thar ever itfued 
from their Mint of Scandal and Untruth, nothing 
comes up to that horrid Falfhood, which was lately, 
with fo much Induftry, fpread about, and by this time 
carried all over Europe. This fhould feem to be a home 
Poth, and their laft great Confummate Lye ; which, on 
thar account, might eafily be forgiven them, if for the 
furure they would leave off that abominable Habit. 
hear there are feveral under Profecution for being attive 
and vigorous in difperfing this Rumour : 1 hope fome 
of them will be made memorable Examples for a Terror 
to ajl furure Offenders. The Whigs have indeed found 
an effectual way to Mortify the honeft Majority of 
their Fellow-Subje&s ; To fpread a Panick over the Na- 
tion; To Terrify chofe whom they cannot Seduce, and 
Gratify their own Malice, by giving us one or two 
gloomy difconfolate Moments, amidft the general Hap 
pinefs. Even the News of a Defeat or an entire Vi- 
étory, gain’d by the Fatlion, and the total Reduction of 
us and our Pofferity to Slavery under them, could not 
have more fenfibly affeéted us. Confidering how Dear 
and Ineftimable a Blefling that Sacred Life is to ns 
and to all Exrope, how neceflary towards confirming 
ahd fecuring our Repofe and Safety, and how much 
depends. upon the prefent Crifis, now that Peace is 
about to be made in Germany and the Mirth, Religion 
and Trade to he fettled upon_immoveable Foundations, 
the Damages fuftain’d by Faction to be repair'd, a 
Parkament to meet that muft perfect our Happinefs, 
and the inteftine Enemy to be fo far reduc'd, as never 
to hurt us more, there is no doubt but every Body by 
this time, fees to the Ends and Defign of Spiriting-up 
this accurfed Rumor, and rene. it abroad at a very 

reat Expence. But fince even this Engine has fail’d 
of doing the Work: Since we do not yet hear of a 
Rebellion, or fo much as a fall Rifing, or any thing 
beyond the Mutiny among the Marines, let Faction, 
now fhe has done her beft, give over for Shame, and 
learn the Modefty to Defpair. A Sccond Part of the 
Old Rumour about the /ri/h Invafion had been a divert- 
ing Trick of State, in comparifon of this, and might 
have made a tolerable Jeft, when ic was detected. If 
the Whigs hereby intended to try the Pulfes of the 
Nation, with refpect to the Succeffion, let them now 
boaft of the Experiment. The Friends of the Mini/try 
defire to abide the ftricteft Tryals, that honeft Men can 
put them ro. Buta bare Attempt of this kind car- 
ries a Suppofition along with it, that Reflects in the 
feverefi manner upon the Jibyfriows Hbufe of Hanover, 
‘The Tett they would fix upon others, bears hardeft up- 
on themfelves ;_ and when all Accounts are brought in, 
I queftion whether even they will be able to ftand it. 
Tho’ Lam not overfond of bad Company, I thould be 


glad to fpend an Hour or Two with thofe Agents of 


the Faction, the Fellow-Travellers of this Lye, who 
have thought fir to go along with ir into Hifand and 


very conducive to the furure Repote of ty.27 Life, wes 
thefe Ruffians by Wird of Men. have thoughr & a 
thorten. Here f might call for the Engli/oman's | tng, 
but I chink it enough to fay, thar our Law cal! it Ty. 
fon only to dnagine the Death of the Oneen, and 1, 
firely to fpeak tt, is more. In King Charles the Fire, 
Time, a Philomath was very near being Hane'd §, 
pretending to foretell fomething like it. 1 know», 
what Defence he made, but our prefent Wizards hl 
1 am afraid, confulted another fort of Devils, in 
own Likenefs, upon this occafion. 7 

The general Grief and Horror, that, during thee 
of aalenaes reign'd in every Heart, and was phjjy 
legible in the Faces of Men of ail Ranks, and Order 
and even of Children, as if more nearly touch’d wy 
the Calamities of Pofterity than fome of their Fath» 
was enough to Infeé even thofe, who betray'd ay ; 
famous Indifference and Demurenefs in their Lo) 
and thofe Few, very Few, 1 hope, who felt a fecret 4,3 
of Content, not eafily to be contain’d; and which 
doubr not will render them as remarkable, as jf ; 
had been that Moment diftinguith'd by fome monfity 
Excrefcence or Deformity. The vaft majority of Lyi 
Mourners muft, in fpite of their wicked Though 
force an Occafonal Melancholly from them; and ‘ws 
enough to be Unconcern’d, when they faw the uniye 
fal Joy and Tranfport, and heard the mutual Con 
tulations, upon the firft News of Her Maje/}y’s be 
in good Health. This Confideration will, I hoy 
quath all future Attempts of this kind. We havep; 
ny Traitors among us, who do not want Opport 
nities of thewing their Zeal to Faftion in fo eminen 
manner: Curfe not the King m thy Heart, wasa Ris 
heretofore ; but Curfing a Queen with the Lips has ber 

rastis'd of late ; at if this Crime were trexe 

enderly, I expect a World of fevere Ufage, for 
prefenting the Report of Mer Death, as more than 
venial Sin. 

After faying thus much to the Authors of this } 
mour, I thould fay a little to thofe, who received ; 
credited it, Andthey would do well to obferve t 
Advice of a great Cafuift, on another Occafion, 
that is; to believe every Whig-Report to be a Lye, ti 
they find by Experience that ‘it is True. I thal on 
add, that I never expect to hear this Rumour agi 
for the fake even of our worft Enemies: For how y 
foever we may have deferv'd of Providence, it is in 
poffible that even the Whigs can be fo difpos’d of he 
after, as to have any Governor, who will ufe the 


with more Gentlenefs and Indulgence than Her Pr:fed 


Maje/ly. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Ju publith’d ‘ 
T H E Firft Ode ef the Seventh Book of Horace Pa 


phras’d, and Addrefs’d to Richard St-le, Ef 


Printed for A. Dodd, at the Peacock without Temp 
Bar, Price 3 ie Where may be had the Third Editi 
of Part of t 

Horace Imitated: And efsd to a Noble Pe 
Price 3 d. 


+++ This Day is Publifhed, An Introdu@ion tot 
Life and Writings of G——t Lord Bifhop of S——-1 


Ina Letter to his Lordthip, occafioned by his Introif 


étion to the Third Volume of the Hiftory of the Reid 
mation. Containing, 1. A Defenceef the Clergy of! 
Church of England. 2. A Difcovery of what Peri 
are mott likely to turn Roman Catholicks. 3. Mr. Wi 
ton’s Character cleared from the unjutt A{periiors ¢ 
upon him, By the Author of the Two former Lett? 
Printed for E. Curll, at the Dial and Bible againt 
Dunitan’s Church in Fleethreet, Price 1s. Where 
be, had al] Mr, Sewell’s Tra@s, viz, His Two (ort 
LetrereRo the Bp. of Salisbury.; Remarks upon my La 
N-—— ms State of the Nation; The Lite of Mr. | 
Philips; The Faggot, a Poem; Obfervations upon 
Additon’s Cato, Price 6d. each, Mifcellanies in V 
and Profe, Price 4 s. 





LONDON: Printed for “John Morphew, near Stationers-Hal. 1713. 





e Seventh Epiftle of the Firft Book ¢ 
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